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Shepherd Center’s Programmatic Funding Goals
  Shepherd Center provides more than 20 unique programs 
and services that enable our patients and their families to 
work toward recovery from a catastrophic injury and success-
fully re-engage in their communities. Shepherd Center Foun-
dation must raise approximately $18 million this fiscal year 
to ensure the continuity of these vital services and provide 
support for ongoing capital needs and improvements. The 
list below highlights several of these donor-funded programs 
that are not reimbursed by insurance providers, but that are 
integral to helping patients and families rebuild their lives 
with hope, dignity, and independence.
• $2,000,000 - Recreation Therapy works to ensure that pa-
tients can return to the leisure activities they enjoy, or dis-
cover new hobbies and ways to engage in their communities, 
thus empowering them to pursue happy, healthy and inde-
pendent lives after they leave Shepherd Center.
• $1,500,000 - Family Housing provides patient family members who live 60 or more miles from the hospital with 30 
days of complimentary onsite housing so they can be close by during their loved one’s rehabilitation journey.
• $1,000,000 - Andrew C. Carlos MS Institute General Fund provides resources, based on financial need, to help pa-
tients cover medication costs, home health equipment, transportation and other expenses they ordinarily would not 
have the ability to pay. Additionally, the fund helps provide education resources, seminars, support groups and pro-
grams specifically geared to patients and families.
• $600,000 - SHARE Military Initiative provides a comprehensive continuum of care for military service members who 
return from post-9/11 conflicts with mild traumatic brain injuries and/or PTSD. The program includes medical treat-
ment, a variety of therapies, peer support, and psychological, legal, financial, and vocational counseling, as well as 
complimentary housing.
• $100,000 - Animal Assisted Therapy includes a team of facility dogs, weekly visits from local volunteers who bring 
trained therapy dogs, and equine therapy outings. These services provide physical and occupational therapy, as well as 
emotional and psychological benefits for patients and families.
• $500,000 - Patient Assistance Fund provides qualified patients and patient family members financial assistance to 
help the individual overcome any financial obstacle that would interfere with therapy access.
• $785,000 - Other Programmatic Fund provides long-term and strategic, focused funding based on the scope of all 
programs offered.
• $5,500,000 - Capital needs and improvements In addition to sustaining donor-funded support services, Shepherd 
Center is continually assessing the hospital’s facilities to ensure it remains an innovative and world-class facility. Capital 
needs and improvements vary on an annual basis, ranging from new technology needs to ongoing building mainte-
nance.
• $2,515,000 - Events includes funding for our four major fundraising events The Legendary Party, Derby Day, Summer 
in the City and Shepherd Center Cup. These events raise millions of dollars to support patient therapy programs.
• $3,500,000 - Unrestricted funds are integral to our success to ensure that we can allocate funds to appropriate pro-
grams if additional support is needed. 
  Shepherd Center Foundation is grateful for those gifts directed toward specific programs, as well as unrestricted gifts 
that support all the hospital’s programmatic and capital needs. To learn more, please contact Sarah Batts, Executive 
Director Shepherd Center Foundation at 404-350-7305 or Sarah.Batts@shepherd.org.

Above: A picture of our beautiful Shepherd Center campus.
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invite friends and family interested in learning more 
about the Auxiliary’s important work.
Photographs requested… Please email Auxiliary pho-
tographs to Anne Worrell (anne.p.worrell@gmail.com) 
for the Spring Luncheon and Meeting slide presenta-
tion.
Membership Renewal Forms… Please complete and 
return by April 30. You have the option to renew via 
our new online portal or through regular mail.    
Upcoming Activities and Events
• April Sunshine Project - Saturday, April 13 at 10 a.m. 
in the Atrium. Join the Sunshine Committee for a re-
warding morning putting together and delivering fa-
vors to grateful patients.
• Annual Luncheon and Meeting - Thursday, April 25 
at 11:30 a.m. in the Callaway Auditorium.
• Peach Corps Cookout - Sunday, April 28 at 3 p.m. in 
the Secret Garden. Join families with children ages 5 
and older for a special afternoon, as they host a cook-
out for patients and families.  
• $5 Jewelry Sale - Tuesday, April 30 and Wednesday, 
May 1 from 7 a.m. til 4 p.m. in the Callaway Audito-
rium. Please support this fabulous fundraiser. Volun-
teers and shoppers are needed! 
  Many thanks to Sunshine Committee Co-Chairs Karen 
Martin, Jeannie Worlock and their wonderful volun-
teers who put together and delivered St. Patrick’s Day 
favors to patients. We applaud our Mailing Commit-
tee Co-Chairs Elizabeth Cooper, Kaye Jones and the 
amazing group who gathered to complete two big 
projects in record time!   
   The upcoming 2019-2020 year promises to be ex-
citing and successful with our committed new presi-
dent, Anne Worrell. She worked tirelessly throughout 
the year supporting projects, activities and events. 
Anne is a natural leader, has a great love for Shepherd 
and is well prepared to move our mission forward. 
The Auxiliary will thrive under her leadership!
   The year has gone quickly. I am humbled and inspired 
to serve with you in heartfelt warmth and friend-
ship. You are very important, appreciated and so very 
needed. Thank you - it is an honor and a privilege to 
walk side by side with you as you so generously give 
of yourselves, your time and your treasure “touching 
lives, making a difference” at Shepherd Center.

With love and gratitude,

Ruth
Ruth Langsfeld
RLangsfeld@gmail.com

Dear Auxiliary and Peach Corps Members,   
   Thank you for your continued commitment to Shep-
herd Center. Our focus for the year “touching lives, mak-
ing a difference” is a perfect description of the Auxiliary, 
our exceptional board, volunteers and membership.   
   We began our 36th year with familiar events and 
new innovations. Our dedicated, hardworking board, 
committees and membership embraced the Auxiliary’s 
redefined patient and family-centered mission, offering 
many opportunities to be engaged. The Summer Soiree, 
our fabulous membership social, kickstarted the year 
strengthening our bonds of friendship, but most impor-
tantly, our commitment to Shepherd families on their 
individual journeys to rehabilitation.  
  To further “enhance a positive experience for patients 
and families on all campuses,” our committed Auxiliary 
added new activities to our calendar of established, 
meaningful events. The Fall Project supported the Wood-
ruff Family Residence Center by providing new kitchen 
items, just in time to brighten them for the holidays. The 
Sunshine Committee hosted another successful fun-
filled Bingo. Shop and Share Events were introduced, 
allowing us another avenue to “serve as community 
ambassadors for Shepherd Center” while receiving a 
generous percentage of each store’s sales during the 
event.  
  Through successful fundraisers and thoughtful dona-
tions, the Auxiliary provided gas cards, gift cards, meal 
tickets, assistive devices and other equipment and sup-
plies as we offered support according to the needs of 
each patient and family. Membership packets were 
updated, and the Auxiliary continues to welcome new 
members.       
  The Annual Spring Luncheon and Meeting on April 
25 is a tribute to the Auxiliary’s remarkable accomplish-
ments and positive impact at Shepherd Center. A pa-
tient or family member will share their story of inspira-
tion and hope. This very special afternoon honoring you 
has been planned by Hospitality Co-Chairs Linda Morris 
(lindasmorris@comcast.net), Jade Slover 
(jadesykesatl@aol.com) and their committee. You should 
have received your invitation in the mail. Please return 
your response card to reserve seating. If you did not re-
ceive your invitation, contact Alex Seblatnigg 
(alex.seblatnigg@shepherd.org). We encourage you to



Volunteer Spotlight: Clint Cook
  After experiencing the type of catastrophic injury 
that brings someone to Shepherd Center for reha-
bilitation, some of us might be tempted to withdraw 
from the world. That is not what Shepherd Center 
instills in our patients, and that has not been the 
case with Clint Cook! For many years, he has enthu-
siastically engaged the world through work and play 
while working with patients who have spinal cord 
injuries as their peer, lifting their spirits with his 
warmth and sense of humor and sharing his experi-
ence in support.
  With Evel Knievel as his hero, Clint grew up in Wood-
stock, Georgia, where he was inspired by the sounds 
coming from the Dixie Speedway. Clint always had 
a competitive and adventurous spirit that brought 
him to participate in many sports. In elementary 
school, he was already riding dirt bikes around the 
family acreage. By high school, he had paid for his first 
automobile and was building car engines even before graduation. In 1988, two years after going to work in his 
father’s painting business, some unwise choices led him to race his Trans Am against a Camaro in the middle of 
the night by Lake Allatoona. After losing control of his vehicle, Clint was ejected and badly injured. He sustained 
a SCI and was in Shepherd Center’s Spinal Cord Injury Inpatient Rehabilitation Program for four months. He con-
tinued outpatient rehabilitation at Shepherd Center for another year. During that time, his life was altered by the 
men who provided him support as SCI peers. Clint was able to participate in our Adventure Skills Workshop while 
still a patient, and he saw other attendees applying themselves to sporting activities and recreation despite their 
injuries, totally comfortable in their own skins. He knew then and there that he also wanted to embrace life in 
that way, and to inspire that attitude in other SCI survivors. Today, we can certainly say he achieved that goal!
  During Clint’s time in Shepherd’s outpatient therapy program, he learned that vocational rehabilitation would 
pay for him to go to college, so he forged ahead with life plans, earning his associate degree in music business. A 
man with plenty of energy and initiative, he went on to work multiple jobs at once, including doing research for 
an Atlanta radio station while working for the Atlanta Journal-Constitution. He was later offered a position as a 
sales representative in medical supplies, eventually starting his own medical supply company, which he retired 
from in 2009.
 Clint continued to keep his relationship with Shepherd Center over the years and was one of the first four people 
to start the Shepherd wheelchair rugby team. Becoming a competitive athlete post-injury gave him the oppor-
tunity to encourage others to participate in wheelchair sports. While he regularly meets with patients through 
our SCI Peer Support program, he has also helped with volunteer orientations by kicking off the monthly meeting 
sharing his story of injury, recovery and how he continues to thrive and be productive in spite of obstacles.
  Clint has made it a habit to go above and beyond in the SCI community since his injury, helping to organize the 
annual Life Rolls On skating event here in Atlanta, hosting the monthly All Abilities Night at iFly Atlanta and run-
ning Spinal Cord Injury USA that reaches SCI survivors outside of major cities to bring them together for social 
support. We are very grateful he also always makes time in his retirement years for his regular commitment to 
volunteer at Shepherd Center. He has undoubtedly inspired more generations of Shepherd graduates to engage 
the world with determination and passion!

Above: Clint brings happiness to patients as he encourages them in his 
role as a SCI Peer Support volunteer.



Sarah Batts, Executive Director, Shepherd Center Foundation
Alex Seblatnigg, Director, Volunteer Services
Alaina Case, Volunteer Services Coordinator
Gale Eckstein, Family Support Services Coordinator
Newsletter Co-creators: Alaina Case and Gale Eckstein

Membership in the Shepherd Center Auxiliary, Peach Corps, and 
Junior Committee is open to all volunteers. Members provide 
ongoing fundraising and volunteer support to Shepherd Center.  
For more information on becoming a member of one of these 
groups, contact Alex Seblatnigg at (404) 350-7315 or visit 
www.shepherd.org.
Shepherd Center’s mission is to help people with a temporary or 
permanent disability caused by injury or disease rebuild their lives 
with hope, independence, and dignity, advocating for their full 
inclusion in all aspects of community life while promoting safety 
and injury prevention.
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Left: Law Of-
fices of Na-
thaniel F. Hans-
ford hosted 
an ice cream 
social for our 
patients and 
families.

Left (l-r): 
HomeFree 
Home Modi-
fications 
President 
Dennis Lippy 
serves Traci 
Leonard dur-
ing a brunch 
sponsored by 
the company.

Right (l-r): Hyatt 
Place Buckhead 
employees Cata-
rina Munn, Skyler 
McClellan and Curt 
Levy serve Gerald W. 
Gray Sr. at a brunch 
hosted by the com-
pany.

Right: Donaco 
Medical Sup-
ply employee 
Holly Cothran-
Drake is all 
smiles at a 
snack event 
for patients 
and families, 
hosted by the  
company.


